Weekly Cattle Comments - 07.01.22
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From north to south, the cattle prices received during the first week of 2022

ByAuctionsPlus

have continued to challenge record levels, with happy vendors spread from
central Queensland through to the scorching hot returns registered down
south at the Victorian weaner sales. For buyers, the purchase price pain
continues unabated, with “digging deeper into the pockets” likely to be a
frequent occurrence during early sales.

For the first AuctionsPlus weaner and yearling sale of 2022, 4,502 head were
offered, with very high clearance rates across most categories. Across the
young steer lines, the 400kg+ category was the largest, with the 1,115 head
offered selling to an 83% clearance rate - averaging $76 higher on the final
sale of 2021, at $2,606 /head. Robust demand for quality feeder steers
continues to underpin the market, with the c/kg price averaging 21c higher, to

average 582c/kg Iwt.
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For the lighter categories, demand was exceptionally strong, albeit with 330-
400kg steers slipping $25 to start the year, averaging $2,191 /head. 200-


https://pulse.auctionsplus.com.au/market-commentary/author/auctionsplus

280kg steers averaged $73 higher, at $1,842 /head - with a 95% clearance
rate for the 514 head offered. Out of Moura, Central Queensland, a line of 152
Droughtmaster backgrounder steers, averaging 256kg, sold to $2,070/head,
equating to 808.3c/kg liveweight. Nationally, 280-330kg steers averaged
$2,095 /head, registering a 97% clearance rate for the 471 head offered.

Offerings were very thin for less than 200kg steers and heifers, with the dairy
influenced lines dragging average prices for both categories considerably
lower.

Highlighting the variability that can be registered in supply reduced early
season markets, 200-280kg heifers averaged $169/head lower on the final
market of last year, albeit with a 95% clearance rate for the 605 head offered.
In contrast, the 280-330Kkg heifer category jumped $238/head, to average
$2,125/head - with a surprisingly low 49% clearance rate for the week.

Through the proven breeding lines, the only substantial numbers offered was
across the PTIC heifers, with the 874 head selling to an 85% clearance rate.
Compared to the final market of last year, PTIC heifers averaged $40 dearer, at
$3,208/head.

Caution should be noted at this week’s results, given the reduced offerings and
continued closure of several markets. The return of a fulling roster of sales as
January progresses, with additional supplies, will help to establish a clearer
equilibrium in the market as January progresses.
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NOTE: Prices as at 2pm, Friday 7t January 2022
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Table 1: AuctionsPlus National Cattle Prices

Classification

Steers

less than 200kg
200.1-280kg
280.1-330kg
330.1-400kg
400.1+kg

Heifers

less than 200kg
200.1-280kg
280.1-330kg
330.1-400kg
400.1+kg

Breeding Stock
NSM Cows

SM Heifers

PTIC Heifers

PTIC Cows

NSM Heifers & Calves
NSM Cows & Calves
SM Heifers & Calves

Offered

83
514
471
484

1,115

114
605
307
489
175

68
45
874
181
15
14
547

Low High  Average Change Clearance Low High Average Change
$/head actual ¢/kg Iwt

815 1,105 933 -147 100% 602 719 655 -94
1,205 2,180 1,842 73 95% 493 859 729 26
1,205 2,420 2,095 27 97% 420 797 678 -16
1,105 2,509 2,191 -25 68% 334 715 615 5
2,152 2,820 2,606 76 83% 516 631 582 21
600 1,450 1,135 -171 100% 552 778 706 -176
1,170 1,930 1,563 -169 95% 488 745 647 -45
1,830 2,440 2,125 238 49% 626 849 717 99
1,670 2,560 2,098 7 94% 478 717 588 0
2,220 2,460 2,357 87 100% 545 597 579 54
1,800 1,970 1,885 - 100% 404 422 413 -
1,810 1,810 1,810 - 13% 432 432 432 -
2,350 4,540 3,208 40 85% 452 915 688 9
2,270 3,325 2,665 -378 88% 451 573 510 -18
3,540 3,540 3,540 185 100% - - - -
5,020 5,020 5,020 - 100% - - - -
2,250 4,730 3,470 -190 76% - - - -




